






Builder Confidence Rises Two Points In July
Builder confidence in the market for newly built, single-
family homes notched up two points in July to its highest
level since September 2008, according to the National
Association of Home Builders/Wells Fargo Housing Market
Index (HMI). The HMI rose two points to 17 in July as
builders saw an improvement in current sales conditions
but continued to express concerns about the future.

"Builders are seeing slightly better sales conditions this
month as consumers take advantage of the first-time buyer
tax credit, low interest rates and attractive home prices,
but many remain quite concerned about the road that lies
ahead," said NAHB Chairman Joe Robson, a home builder
from Tulsa, Okla. "A true recovery in the housing market
and overall economy cannot take place until the continuing
foreclosure crisis is abated and a decent flow of credit is
restored to housing production.”

“Although today's HMI is positive news that helps confirm
the market is bouncing around a bottom, the gain was
entirely contained in the component gauging current sales
conditions, while the component gauging sales
expectations for the next six months remained virtually flat
for a fourth consecutive month," noted NAHB Chief
Economist David Crowe. "Builders recognize the recovery
is going to be a slow one and that we are facing a number
of substantial negative forces."

Two out of three of the HMI's component indexes posted
gains in July. The index gauging current sales conditions
rose three points to 17, while the index gauging traffic of
prospective buyers rose a single point to 14. Meanwhile,
the index gauging sales expectations for the next six
months remained flat at 26.

Heavy Construction Spending Starting to Slow
According to Reed Construction Data, Heavy construction
spending is 7% above the credit crisis low last January but
unchanged from the peak level reached last fall. With all of
the key market drivers now negative, a 5-6% drop is
expected over the rest of the year, followed by very
sluggish expansion early next year — largely from the
stimulus plan — and then return to the 10% growth trend
in the second half of next year.

The expected pickup late next year will result from more
site development when building construction is again
growing and a resumption of expansion in private facilities
in a stronger economy.

Wind Farm Expansion Started in Indiana
BP Wind Energy announced July 16th that it has moved
into full construction of a 200-MW second phase of the
Fowler Ridge Wind Farm in Benton County, Ind.

When complete, the second phase, which is expected to be
online in the first quarter of 2010, will generate enough
carbon-free electricity to power approximately 60,000
average American homes.

In 2008, Indiana became the fastest-growing wind power
state in the nation, and projects such as Fowler Ridge are
allowing it to continue its strong run.

Located some 90 miles northwest of Indianapolis, Fowler
Ridge 2 will consist of 133 GE SLE 1.5-MW turbines. The
project is expected to employ some 400 people on-site
during peak construction.

First Habitat for Humanity Home Built to LEED
Standards in Waukegan, IL
Some 300 volunteers representing the Habitat for
Humanity organization participated in the "blitz build" with
the idea of constructing a home in 20 days as part of its
20th anniversary.

Construction on the “green” home in Waukegan, IL began
July 7 and by Saturday was nearly completed with the
exception of a few coats of paint, furniture and electrical
fixtures.

When the project is finished in the coming weeks, it will be
the first Habitat energy efficient Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design home to be certified by the United
States Green Building Council.

US Department of Energy Launches Zero-Net Energy
Initiative
With the aim of drastically reducing the amount of energy
that buildings consume by 2025, the U.S Department of
Energy (DOE) has launched a new program called the
Zero-Net Energy Commercial Building Initiative (CBI). The
program's objective is to make new commercial buildings
capable of generating as much energy as they consume
available by using advanced energy efficiency technologies
and on-site renewable energy generation systems, such as
solar power and geothermal energy. In 2005, commercial
buildings used 18 percent of energy in the United States,
accounting for 18 percent of greenhouse gas emissions.

DOE’s Building Technologies Program aims to support
High Performance Green Building activities in the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA 2007)
including: technology research and development;
provision of technical assistance to encourage widespread
technology adoption; development of a means for
measurement and verification of energy savings; work with
code-setting bodies to ensure technologies are properly
deployed; and analysis of incentives for builders,
landlords, and tenants to ensure that cost-effective
investments are made on a life-cycle basis.

NEMA Calls for Anti-Counterfeiting Programs
From EC&M, Rosslyn, Va.-based NEMA has called on
Congress to appropriate funds to implement programs
authorized to combat counterfeiting that were contained in
Public Law 110-403, "The Enforcement of Intellectual
Property Rights Act, also known as PRO-IP, which was
approved last year. NEMA actively supported this
legislation and provided input to Congress.

According to NEMA Board Chairman Stuart Thorn, these
provisions are vital to domestic electrical manufacturers.
“It is critical that Congress begin funding the PRO-IP
programs so that the United States does not fall further
behind in fighting anti-counterfeiting," he explains. "The
domestic extension cord industry, for example, has
disappeared because of unfair competition from
substandard, counterfeit electrical cords that falsely
contain certification marks.”

Online Resources Help Contractors Build Green
GreenEnergyChoice.com is a Web site dedicated to helping
consumers live green by providing renewable energy
information and the ability to shop and order eco-friendly
green energy plans. It compiled a list of green tips to help
consumers become more eco-wise at home. On the site’s
list were several tips pertaining to electrical usage:

1. Shut off electronics and appliances when not in use.

2. Purchase Renewable Energy Credits (RECs).

3. Install or pre-set air condition thermostats to conserve
energy.

4. Hire a professional energy auditor.

5. Maximize natural lighting, and open windows on cooler
days to reduce strain of running the air conditioning for
extended periods.

6. Shades or curtains provide natural relief from the sun,
and using ceiling fans to circulate air can effectively
replace air conditioning on cooler days.

7. Replace outdated incandescent light bulbs with energy-
efficient compact fluorescent bulbs that use up to 75
percent less energy and are guaranteed to last longer.

8. Switch to renewable energy. The growing availability of
wind, water, solar and other green-energy sources
means consumers can enjoy pollution-free power in
their homes at affordable prices.

Consumers can maximize the energy efficiency of their
homes by applying some or all of the above tips to their
regular routines. GreenEnergyChoice.com also features a
calculator for users to estimate energy usage and also
provides help for purchasing RECs.

Intel Makes $10M Bet on Smart Grid, Energy Efficiency
Intel’s global investment arm has committed $10 million to
five companies specializing in smart grid and energy
efficiency technologies.

The recipients include CPower, Grid Net, Powervation,
Convey Computer, and iControl. Four of the five are U.S.-
based; Powervation is located in Limerick, Ireland. It is
Intel Capital’s initial funding in CPower, a New York-based
energy management and demand response firm that helps
companies reduce energy consumption and earn market
payments for the reductions.

“These investments share synergies focused on
accelerating adoption of Smart Grid technologies,
fostering energy efficiency and performance in ways that
benefit consumers of electricity and power utilities as well
as complement Intel’s strategic objectives,” Steve
Eichenlaub, managing director of platform technologies,
cleantech and digital health at Intel Capital, said in a
statement. “Each investment underlies Intel Capital’s
commitment to invest in cutting edge technologies and
support our expanding portfolio of cleantech-related
companies.”

Investment is one pillar of Intel's Open Energy Initiative,
which aims to accelerate a worldwide transition to smart
energy. Other actions include policy influence, energy
efficiency and smart grid partnerships with utilities, and
assuming a leadership position in related government
programs, coalitions and standards. The Intel Capital
business unit has invested more than $9 billion in more
than 1,000 companies since 1991.

Electrical Shorts

Brook Sales Directory

880 S. Rohlwing Road
Addison, IL 60101

Inside & Counter
Sales Representatives
Our inside sales team has an average of 25 years of
electrical industry experience.
Brook offers will call services with complete wire-cutting
capabilities at all locations. Stop in and place your order
or call ahead and we’ll have it waiting for you.

Al Letson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6604
Brian Rosenbrock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6437
Dan Vanderkelen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6307
Dave Temple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6434
Ed Rivera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6403
Eric Almeroth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6382
Erik Iversen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6431
Jerry Rojas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6411
Joe Daniello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6470
Luke Hayden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6410
M.J. Kranig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-930-9008
Mati Kirs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6441
Mike Schwarz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6383
Rick Pellegrini . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6318
Stan Ignarski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6402

Victor Orlovsky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6651
Warren Gruzinsky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6308

Project Management Team
Professional and experienced, rely on us to manage
your project quotations, technical support needs and
manufacturer coordination.

Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-330-WIRE
Aimee Burklow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6427
Darrell Brown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6426
Deborah Perez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6435

Distribution
Robert Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6607
Maria Cabrera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6628

Energy Innovation Services
Andy Lynch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6380
Joe Daniello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6470

Infrastructure
Mike Laudizio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6680
Jennifer Lawrecki. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6340
Dan Vanderkelen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6307

Lighting
Barry Holubar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6386
Carl Nordgren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6310
Emily Strenk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-930-9004
Judy Ruicker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6311
Karen Staschke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6611
Kristi Shuck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6381
Meredith Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-930-9006
Paula Fedele. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6332
Steve Lipinski. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6312

Power Tools & Fasteners
Paul Tymec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6425

Shipping, Delivery, and Emergency Services
24-hour operation and a large delivery fleet help ensure
on-time deliveries and a quick response to emergencies.

Pickups, Delivery
Re-scheduling & Special Deliveries
Abdullah Amin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-353-6317

Emergency Response
Emergency access to our full line of inventory
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-366-3723
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nextel: 111*17*14364

From one to
many – the
Cooper story

Cooper Industries origins extend back more than 170 years
to a small iron foundry in Mount Vernon, Ohio, started by
brothers Charles and Elias Cooper in 1833. Today, Cooper
Industries has become a leading worldwide manufacturer
of electrical products and tools and hardware.
For the first 125 years of its history, Cooper was primarily a
one-market company, manufacturing power and
compression equipment for the transmission of natural
gas. In the 1960s, Cooper began to diversify, eventually

broadening its product lines to include petroleum and
industrial equipment, electrical products, electrical power
equipment, automotive products, tools and hardware.
Although diversification served Cooper well for
approximately 30 years, the economic realities of the 1990s
made it clear Cooper's strategy had to change. To thrive in
today's increasingly competitive global marketplace,
Cooper began to focus on becoming a larger player in
selected markets, selling and spinning off a number of
businesses to focus on two core business segments:
Electrical Products and Tools.
Cooper Industries, Ltd. is a global manufacturer, with 2007
revenues of $5.9 billion, approximately 87 percent of which

are from electrical products. Incorporated in Bermuda with
administrative headquarters in Houston, Cooper employs
approximately 31,000 people and operates eight divisions:
Cooper B-Line, Cooper Bussmann, Cooper Crouse-Hinds,
Cooper Lighting, Cooper Safety, Cooper Power Systems,
Cooper Wiring Devices and Cooper Tools Group. Cooper
Connection provides a common marketing and selling
platform for Cooper's sales to electrical distributors.

Did You Know…? Little known facts from our industry

CODE CHALLENGE
By Joe Tedesco, NEC Columnist

What’s Wrong with this Picture??

Think you know
how this
installation
violates the
NEC?

Section 110.26(F)(1)(a), which covers the topic of
dedicated electrical installation space, requires you
to maintain a clear space around electrical
equipment equal to the width and depth of the
equipment. This clear space must also extend
vertically from the floor to a height of 6 ft above the
equipment, or to the structural ceiling, whichever is
lower. You may not install piping, ducts, leak
protection apparatus, or other equipment foreign to
the electrical installation in this zone.

In addition, Sec. 250.68(B) requires you to
effectively bond around insulated joints, and around
any equipment likely to be disconnected for repairs
or replacement. Without being too tight, this
bonding jumper — missing in this installation — is
supposed to be of sufficient length to permit
removal of any equipment while maintaining the
integrity of the bond

JULY/AUGUST 2009JULY/AUGUST 2009

Rare remedies written by contractors for contractorsTrix of the Trade

Do you have a unique, rare remedy you would like to
share? Email your remedy to:

look2brook@brookelec.com
and if we publish it we’ll send
you a $25 Best Buy™ Gift Card!

At The Emergency Room
Mitch is working at the site, pushing
a plank through the buzz saw, when
he accidentally shears off all ten of
his fingers. He manages to drive
himself to the nearest hospital's
emergency room.

The doctor takes one look at Mitch's
bloody stumps and says, "Oh my
gosh, reattachment surgery on so

many lost digits has never been attempted before! But don't
worry, I'm the best surgeon in the hospital, give me the
fingers, and we'll get to work."

Mitch says, "I haven't got the fingers."

The doctor looks flabbergasted. "What do you mean, you
haven't got the fingers? It's the 21st century! We've got
microsurgery and all kinds of incredible techniques. I could
have put them back on and made you like new. Why didn't
you bring in the fingers??"

Mitch says, "Well, Doc, I couldn't exactly pick the freaking
things up!"

Just for Laughs
A little humor aimed at the foreman’s funny bone

Need Three Hands?
Use Velcro behind boxes, panels, fixtures which are hard to
hold in place. Put Velcro on wall surface then on the back of
the material. Position. This will allow a slight more stability
when fastening to obtain proper plumb and level.

Before using these tips, make sure codes and safety issues
have been fully attended to by you and/or your co-workers.


